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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

[1] An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
William Kolakowski on 09 March 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 17 has been cancelled. 

Replacement drawings and claim amendment has been entered. 

Drawings 

[2] In view of Applicant's replacement drawings and remarks submitted 01 February 2005, 
all previous objections to the drawings have been withdrawn. 

Claim Objections 

[3] In view of Applicant's amendment to claim 2 submitted 01 February 2005, the objection 
to claim 2 has been withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 
[4] Applicant's arguments filed 01 February 2005, with respect to the rejections of claims 1- 
15 and 17 have been fully considered and are persuasive. All rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
and 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been withdrawn. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
[5] After further consideration of the art, and in view of Applicant's remarks and arguments 
filed 01 February 2005, independent claims 1 and 15 are allowed. 
Accordingly, independent claims 2-14 are also allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 
[6] The prior art of record fails to suggest or anticipate an assembly comprising a lock 
washer, thrust washer, nut, and/or a spindle, wherein the nut comprises a reduced shoulder 
portion protruding from one face; said shoulder providing an external diameter portion for an 
internal diameter portion of said lock washer. The shoulder on the nut allows free rotational 
movement of the lock washer placed over it. Although lock washers comprising tangs and tabs 
as anti-rotation means are commonly seen in the prior art (e.g., Giovannini US- 1,73 1,337), the 
prior art fails to suggest a shoulder portion on a nut in a 'lock washer and spindle bearing 
assembly* (and/or 'combination thrust washer, lock washer and nut assembly') so as to allow 
infinitesimal rotational movement of the lock washer disposed thereon. The shoulder provides 
an axial clearance for the thickness of the lock washer, even when the nut is tightened. 

Conclusion 

[7] Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Sharp whose telephone number is currently (703) 305- 
0426, but will change to (571) 272-7074 in April 2005 due to a move to the Alexandria, VA 
campus. The examiner can normally be reached 7:00 am - 5:30 pm Mon-Thurs. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JJ. Swann can be reached on (703) 306-41 15. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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